
Dec 1  2011st

Greetings, Brethren of Toronto East District.

December is the month of peace and miracles.  Among the world's great faiths, two will be holding
major celebrations this month, that being Christmas and Hanukkah. These holidays provide an
excellent opportunity for all men, particularly Masons to evaluate themselves as individuals and
reflect upon the world around them. It would seem that we rush through our lives for eleven months
of the year, taking little or no notice of those around us.  But this glorious month presents to us a
unique opportunity to reflect upon the needs of others. 

The words “peace on earth and good will to men everywhere” take on a significant meaning in
December and despite the commercialization of this time of year, I for one find it a wonderful time
to be out among people who seem happier, kinder and most of all charitable. Brethren, we gave
thanks in October for what we have, we gave thanks in November for our freedom.  Let us this
December give thanks for our own good fortune by being charitable to those less fortunate. 

Remember that time when you were asked, “…would you give if it were in your power.” Check
within your Lodge to see if there are any brethren in need of assistance this holiday season.  Support
our Temples as they continue the tradition of putting a collection box in the lobbies to collect toys
and food products to give to those in need. You may know a neighbor, friend or relative in need.
Sometimes, when someone is down on their luck, their pride may prevent them from asking for a
handout.  In those situations, I never choose to look at it that way; but rather, as offering a hand up.
As Masons, who profess to espouse the virtues of Brotherly Love, Relief, Truth, it would be ideal
if we could live every month as if it were December.

I thank all Brethren who were able to attend the Remembrance Day Ceremonies in Markham,
Scarborough, and Claremont. There certainly seem to be a resurgence of patriotism in our country
to honor those Armed Forces personnel who sacrificed for our freedoms. At the Scarborough
Ceremonies, I was honored to have Canadian Army Second Lieutenant Bro. Joe Curry, a member
of The Beaches Lodge who recently returned from Afghanistan, join me as we laid the wreath of
Remembrance on behalf of the Toronto East District Masons.

The reception hosted by Wexford Lodge this past month in honor of V.W. Bro Gerald J. Newall, to
celebrate his appointment as Grand Steward was very well attended.  V.W. Bro. Newall was suitably
honoured by his Brethren, family and friends for his dedication to the Craft and Masonic service; a
truly worthy recipient indeed.

I would also like to thank the Brethren who attended the reception in my honour held by Mimosa
Lodge this past month. My family and I enjoyed the speakers and presentations made that evening,
and I am both humbled and grateful for the best wishes and support given to me.

There will be five Installations held in December:  West Hill on December 7 , Birch Cliff onth

December 9 , Scarboro on December 12 , Doric on December 15  and Markham Union, which hadth th th

to be rescheduled to December the 21 .  I am thankful for the wonderful support that you have beenst



giving to our lodges with your attendance at these important events and look forward to seeing you
at as many Installations as you are able to attend this holiday season.

As always, please keep up to date on the events in our District by reading your Trestle Board and
visit our District web site www.torontoeastdistrict.com and check the calendar.

So my Brethren, as we enter this special holiday time, Diane and I wish you all the joy, happiness
and contentment that comes from celebrating the season, by spending time with your family and
friends.

May the G.A.O.T.U. watch over you and yours and may we all strive to live up to our
obligations.

Fraternally,

R.W.Bro. Keith Jones
District Deputy Grand Master
Toronto East District

http://www.torontoeastdistrict.com/

	Page 1
	Page 2

